
3.03 Jazz Band

Jazz Band is open to Eighth Grade students at Tucker Creek who has completed 1 full year 
of band, and is a class that meets during the school day.  Tucker Creek Middle’s Jazz 
Ensemble is open to all instruments.  Occasionally we will perform with standard 
instrumentation, but we will incorporate all band instruments the majority of the time.   

Jazz Band is a class that meets daily during school and will occasionally have after school 
rehearsals in preparation for concerts and performances.  All rehearsals and performances 
will have at least a 30 day notice.   

Students will need to purchase an additional jazz band book “Standard of Excellence Jazz 
Ensembles” for our jazz studies and practice.  We will send home additional information 
about this after our first rehearsal.  Being unable to purchase the book will not keep your 
student from participating in jazz band, we do have a limited selection available for check 
out.   

Jazz Band wears the same uniform as the concert band.  We will wear our Burgundy polos, 
black dress pants and black shoes with black socks.  The jazz band is the most likely 
ensemble to perform at “black tie” type events within the county, so please make sure your 
student’s black pants are truly black dress pants.   

The goals of jazz band at Tucker Creek Middle School:  

• Excite students about the genre of jazz and explore the various subsets of jazz music 

including, but not limited to: blues, rock ’n’ roll, smooth jazz, be-bop, big band, 

dixieland, ragtime, and latin jazz 

• Introduce and explore the articulations and rhythms that are standard in jazz music 

• Learn to play in a smaller ensemble with sparse (few) players on each part 

• Introduce improvisation and give students the opportunity to learn and practice the skill 

of improvisation in a safe environment 

• Introduce and explore the blues scale  

• Learn about jazz in North Carolina 

• Awareness of important jazz legends and how their willingness to 

take a “risk” has affected music in the 21st century 

• Students will be prepared to continue jazz studies in high school 


